
BEVERAGE PRODUCTION IN WA 
This chart has been developed to help you understand the application and approval journey associated with starting or scaling beverage production and should be used 
in conjunction with the checklist and consideration guide document. Understanding upfront the compliance obligations associated with beverage manufacturing will help 
you plan and make informed business decisions that can help minimise time delays and unexpected costs. 

Disclaimer: This information is provided for general consideration only and should not be taken as 
professional advice. It is your responsibility to conduct your own due diligence with the relevant 
government departments regarding any business and financial decisions. © Copyright Small Business Development Corporation 2026.

smallbusiness.wa.gov.au
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CONSIDER AND PLAN 
Build your business plan on long-term business goals and 
maximum production volumes and bring this vision with you to all 
meetings with your local government and regulatory agencies. 
This will help you learn and identify early any constraints that 
may affect setting up your operations and running a compliant, 
sustainable and successful business.

PRE APPLICATION 
Discuss your business vision and long-term goals with your local government 
to check that the site/premise you are considering can accommodate the 
proposal. Learn and understand which approvals are needed to meet different 
regulatory requirements and the support documents (e.g. consultant reports and 
professional drawings) required for application assessment. 

PREPARE AND APPLY 
Coordinate and attend concept meetings with relevant government agencies to clarify your 
regulatory requirements to inform and refine your business and financial plans.   

Engage consultants, prepare applications and support documents, and submit in the correct 
sequencing as per advice provided through your concept meetings with local, state and federal 
government. Be aware that poor quality and incomplete applications may result in increased costs 
and time delays. 

DETERMINATION 
Be prepared to provide more information 
if required to support your applications. 
When you receive determinations and 
approvals, make sure you read, fully 
understand and are prepared to action 
and manage any approval conditions. 

PREPARE TO OPERATE 
Understand your compliance 
obligations and prepare for final 
inspections and any adjustments that 
may be required to meet regulatory 
requirements.

MANAGE 
BUSINESS 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
Be aware of annual fees, 
licences, charges and 
compliance reporting.

GROW AND DIVERSIFY
Be mindful when considering grant opportunities and 
business expansion that product variety and market 
growth could impact approval conditions and may 
require resubmissions and determinations. Always 
check your current approval conditions and discuss 
your ideas with relevant agencies before investing 
time, resources and money. 
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